WWW.SLTRIB.COM

SPORT

Wednesday, Jun. 12, 2024 B1

FRANK FRANKUN 1

Former BYU All-American Zac Blair hits from the first tee during the final round of the Travelers Championship at TPC River Highlands on June 25, 2023, in Cromweil, Conn.

Keeping the dream alive

Utah’s Zac Blair still envisions building the perfect golf course in his home state.

By KEVIN REYNOLDS

e last time the US Open traveled to
Pinehurst, Zac Blair was a 23-year-
old rookie who didn't know a life
without qualifying for majors.

He turned pro in March of 2014

and by June had finished witha T-40
inst golf’s best. His father. Jimmy, car-
d his golf bag up to the finul hole as the
orld watched — a dad, a PGA Tour play-
rimse ng on the torc to his son's

promising

T
A deca er, Blair will return to Pine-

his field by playing 36 holes

over 10 hours at a qualifying event on golf's
“longest day.” Before that, the last decade
has seen him tear his labrum, lose his tour
card and only appear in three majors since
that tantalizing debut.

But perhaps the long road, and the lon-
gest day in golf, suits Blair better.

It certainly fits his profile as a player —
a plucky golfer who ranks 181st in driv
ing distance but gets by on accuracy. And
maybe it fits him as a person, too, as Blair
keeps plugging away at his dream to one
day build his own golf course in his home
state.

Blair had the vision of building The
Buck Club in Utah for a decade. The dream
seemed to fall apart five years ago when
he ended up changing plans and building

adifferent course in South Carolina called
The Tree Farm

But the hope rema ike his career,
he can circle back down road and eve..-
tually build his Utah course.

“Definitely,” he told The Salt Lake Tri
bune. “How 1 looked at it, I felt like The
Tree Farm would be a really good proof of
concept. Show people that I could be in-
volved in building something really cool
and making it work, and making it a place
where people enjoyed. Kind of going and
being able to do it in Utah, maybe later
down the road.”

Blair started his quest to build a Utah
course almost a decade ago. Growing up.
his father owned a few courses around
Utah and he'd sketch out different holes

How a Utah softball
coach uses Oklahoma’s
championship to build
Utes into a contender

Pitching coach Paige Parker looks to build similar culture
to Sooners after they won eighth national championship.

By JASON BATACAO

A smile grew on Paige Park-
er's face, as she watched her alma
mater. Okishoma, parade around
biue and white confetti on her TV
Screen.

For the fourth consecutive year,
the Sooners won the Women's
College World Series last week in
Okiahoma City, their eighth na-
tional championship since 2000.
Utah's pitching coach is ever-fa-
miliar with OU’s dynasty. She
was a centerpiece for the Sooners
in the circle from 2015-18, serving
as their pitching ace en route to
two national championships and
four All-American nods

To this day. even more than
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.200 miles from Norman, Okla-
homa, Parker supports her for-
mer team behind the scenes, but
— even more — she uses it to in-
fluence her coaching style on the
Utes.

“The relationships that they
build with the players is some-
thing I take away,” Parker told The

vear is something
to take into what we're doing here
at Utah”
For the secomd season in a row,
Utah secured a berth in the NCAA
Tournament.

The Utes fell short of advancing
to the Super Regionals, however.

Paiige Harker, conter, celebrates with teammates after Okiahoma defeated LSU at the NCAA

here and there. When it was Blair'’s turn
on the PGA Tour, he played the most elite
courses and then sequestered himself to
read about the architecture.

He jotted down what he liked and what
he didn't. He started mapping out what a
course in Utah would look like. In the ear-
liest renderings, the course route would
start with a 530-yard par five and end with
2600-yard beast of a hole

He didn’t have the funds to build the
space but he put the idea on social me
dia and started selling merchandise with
The Buck Club’s prospective logo. Peo-
ple bought in and Blair formed an annual
golf tournament in Tennessee, at Sweet
ens Cove Golf Course, to raise money for
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World Series in Okishoma Gty on June 6, 2016. Parker is now  pitching coach at the University of Utah

after being defeated by South Car-
olina 5-1 in the Durh Region-
al. In 2023, the Utes advanced to
the WCWS for the first time since
1994 before drapping back-to-back
games to Washington and future
homa State.
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